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Konorable Dave Durenberger .
United States Senate ' _ .
wazshington, D.C. 20510 - : T . _

Dear Seaator Durenberger: - - .

1 received your letter yesterday with its kind wordsggbout
‘our efforts on the Intelligence Information Act. We have
worked diligentliy through the spring and summer to reach- - X
agreement with you and your colleagues on this bill. We: hgv
Gone -this becavse we are convinced, as you are, that the blll
will relieve us of a needless burden withouvt harming the .- T
nterests of the press, "zuthors, or the public 2t large. ..'T anm

in
gratified to hear you say that a2s a2 result of our efforts you »
+will be able to support this bill. I certeinly believe it . R
merits cveryone's support. : :
Your views regarding the need for &n accuratée historicel
reccré zre ones tkat I share.. If Congress 1s willing to L
preovide the resources, I am prepzared to institute a2 new prooren
G selective declassification review of those materiels that we
bzlieve would be of greaztest historical interest and most
iikely to result in declessificetion of useiul information.
The term "selective” is very importent. There is no point
in reviewing files that we basicelly know will contain little
relezszble information. And it makes no sense to review —- or
even to relezse -- material that has become relezsable only
beczuse it is trivizl. Our professionals have 2 pretty good
sense cf what is likely to prove releeseble; &nd we would be
happy to work with our Historian, other &gency historiceal
offices, the Archivist of the United States, and others to
dgetermine what itoplics are of the greatost interest and
importance.  EHistoriams would heve to trust es, however, to
mexe these professicnal judgments in geoed faith. A
declessificatieon review program could function only 1¥ we
meintained contr ver the workload end concentrated our
OIeB0uIC on the a2yeas wvhere they would oo the mest )
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_ F~. . One cerTaln CONSEJUENLE Wi iiisiocsun iy sey s
.  Goncentration of our efforts on the review of older, as opposed
te more recent, material. Such material which documents the
early years of CIA could well resul:t in the release of
information that explains the role of intelligence 1in the
making of foreign policy. As a general rule, we are likely to
J1imit the declassification review program to files at least 20
or 30 years old. However, these oldéer files would certainly
contain information which continues to be relevant to today's
world. I am hopeful that whatever material we can release,
consistent with the need to protect sources and foreign
relations, will make a major contribution to historical
research and interpretation. - _ ) .

At the moment, I da not know wherher our small historical
staff would be in a position to manage a selective T
Geclassification review program. But no matter where such ‘a
progran would be. placed organizationzlly within the Agency,

I understand that wvhat you.are suggesting is a program provided
with adeguate:resources.::Several we2ks ago, On iy own CSE
initiative T had requested the Historian of the CIA to explore
a program that would result in the release of usable historical
materials from the World War II pericd. I look forward toi .
working with additicmal resources hzving, as you suggest;y the
mission of declassifying and releasing historical materials
that no longer reguire protection.

Please allow me again to express nmy appreciation for your
support of S. 1324. With the enactmznt of this important
legislation and the achievement of the necessary budget
support, T believe this Agency woulé be more than willing to
vndertake 2 new selective declassification review prograin.
with vour leadership end support, we can forge a workable means
of informing the public while still protecting our nation’s

secrecs.

Sincerely,

757 Wiliam 3. Casey

Wwilliam J. Casey _
Director of Central Intelligence
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